
Camden Council

Decision Notice
Town and Country Planning Act 1990, Section 191

Lawful Development Certificate - Existing use: Granted

Applicant Jonathan Gollins

Application number 26-00293-LDCE

Application received 21 April 2026 11:57

Decision date 27 October 2026 00:00

Site address 3, HEATH VILLAS, VALE OF HEALTH,
LONDON, NW3 1AW

Use/development Works to area below ground floor level to
form basement.

We certify that on the date of the application, the existing use or operations
described in the application and supporting plans were lawful for the
purposes of S.191 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.

The application is granted due to the following
reason(s):

The application site comprises 3 Heath Villas, a residential property located
on Vale of Health within Hampstead Conservation area. The property forms
part of a terrace of traditional residential dwellings characterised by their
historic architectural style and domestic scale. The surrounding area is
predominantly residential in character, consisting of a mix of terraced and
detached houses of similar scale and appearance.

An Article 4 Direction applies to this property and removes permitted
development rights for any basement excavations at the site. As such, works
of this kind would require planning
permission.



In relation to applications for a Certificate of Lawfulness, the Secretary of
State has made clear that the burden of proof rests with the applicant. The
applicable test is the ‘balance of probability’. Authorities are advised that
where they hold no evidence of their own, nor any from third parties, to
contradict or cast doubt on the applicant’s account, there is no sound basis
for refusal, provided the applicant’s evidence is sufficiently clear, precise,
and unambiguous to justify issuing a certificate. The planning merits of the
development are not relevant to the determination of such applications; only
legal considerations apply.

There is the following relevant planning history, but no relevant enforcement
action for the subject site:

2017/3205/P - Erection of a two storey rear extension to the existing dwelling
house (Class C3). Planning permission granted 07/12/2017
2017/0990/P - Alterations to window to form new door at lower ground floor
level to front elevation. Planning permission granted 16/05/2017

In this case, the information submitted by the applicant is considered to be
sufficiently clear and unambiguous to demonstrate, on the balance of
probability, that the works to the below ground floor level—resulting in an
enlarged basement area—were completed and have existed for a
continuous period of at least four years prior to the date of the application,
and have remained substantially unchanged to the present.
Given that the Council holds no evidence to refute or undermine the
applicant’s account, the works are not considered to require planning
permission. Accordingly, it is recommended that a Certificate of Lawfulness
be granted.

This decision is based on the following plans:

Document reference Description Date received

Statement 03/05/26 7 May 2026 10:39

Site location



Notes
Enquiries regarding this document should include the application number
and be sent to:

Email
digitalplanning@camden.gov.uk

Postal address
Camden Council,
London Borough of Camden, 5 Pancras Square, N1C 4AG

Signature
Daniel Pope
Chief Planning Officer

TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING (APPEALS) (WRITTEN
REPRESENTATIONS) (ENGLAND) (AMENDMENT) (REGULATIONS 2013)

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990

Appeals to the Secretary of State
If you are aggrieved by the decision of your Local Planning Authority to
refuse permission for the proposed development or to grant it subject to
conditions, then you can appeal to the Secretary of State under section 78
of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.
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If you want to appeal against your Local Planning Authority’s decision,
then you must do so within 12 weeks from the date of this notice for
appeals being decided under the Commercial Appeals Service and 6
months from the date of this notice for all other minor and major
applications.

However, if an enforcement notice has been served for the same or very
similar development within the previous 2 years, the time limit is:

28 days from the date of the LPA decision if the enforcement notice was
served before the decision was made yet not longer than 2 years before
the application was made.
28 days from the date the enforcement notice was served if served on
or after the date the decision was made (unless this extends the appeal
period beyond 6 months).

Appeals must be made to the Planning Inspectorate and this can be done
electronically via the GOV.UK website: https://www.gov.uk/appeal-
planning-decision (https://www.gov.uk/appeal-planning-decision)

If you are unable to appeal online, you can obtain a paper form from the
Planning Inspectorate by contacting their Customer Support Team on
0303 444 5000.

Commercial Appeals Service
This type of appeal proceeds by way of written representations, known as
the "Commercial Appeals Service". Third parties will not have the
opportunity to make further representations to the Planning Inspectorate
on these.

All other Minor and Major Applications
The Secretary of State can allow a longer period for giving notice of an
appeal, but he will not normally be prepared to use this power unless
there are special circumstances which excuse the delay in giving notice of
appeal.

The Secretary of State need not consider an appeal if it seems to the
Secretary of State that the Local Planning Authority could not have
granted planning permission for the proposed development or could not
have granted it without the conditions they imposed, having regard to the
statutory requirements, to the provisions of any development order and to
any directions given under a development order.

In practice, the Secretary of State does not refuse to consider appeals
solely because the Local Planning Authority based on their decision on a
direction given by him.

If you intend to submit an appeal that you would like examined by inquiry
then you must notify the Local Planning Authority and Planning
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Inspectorate (inquiryappeals@planninginspectorate.gov.uk) at least 10
days before submitting the appeal. Further details are on GOV.UK.

Purchase Notices
If either the Local Planning Authority or the Secretary of State refuses
permission to development land or grants it subject to conditions, the
owner may claim that he can neither put the land to a reasonably
beneficial use in its existing state nor render the land capable of a
reasonably beneficial use by the carrying out of any development which
has been or would be permitted.

In these circumstances, the owner may serve a purchase notice on the
Council (District Council, London Borough Council or Common Council of
the City of London) in whose area the land is situated. This notice will
require the Council to purchase his interest in the land in accordance with
the provisions of Part VI of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.

Download as PDF (https://camden.bops.services/api/v1/planning_applications/26-00293-
LDCE/decision_notice.pdf)
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